Blink Bonnie, Cameron Avenue, Earlwood, NSW

Appears in this amazing book held at the Mitchel Library.
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From what | can find out it is a reedited version from 1970’s of an earlier version in 1910-1920’s.

1 Ug., gwef't: “uytha,’” Lane Cove Road, Wahroonga
ETON, G.: ““Yosefa,” Beaufain Avenue. Tur amurr. rra

» Mrs. Frank: ‘‘Rothsay,”” Rose Bay s

R, E.E.: “Blink Bonnie,” off William Street, Cantert
» Marcus William: ““Carthona,’’ Carthona Avenu
1, Walter G.: ‘“‘Redleaf,’’ Lane Cove Road, Wahroon,
John: “Danmark,” Wolseley Road, Point Piper ’
>S, Sydney W.: “St. Canice,’” Darling Point
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This book was about the same size as the Sydney Morning Herald. Had to be laid on a cushion by
Librarian and | had to use white gloves to view it.
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| wonder who the couple are on the verandah? Could it be an earlier photo of George and Janet
together or is it Mr and Mrs O’Connor?
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Diagram on the left is from a flyer titled “The Gem of Earlwood Estate” advertising 32 choice home
sites around Blink Bonnie to be auctioned on Saturday 28" February 1925. Map on the right is
Google Maps of the area in 2018.

This is the site in 2017.
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Definitely George Wallace on the wall above the door.
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Look at all the photos just sitting there. Wonder where they have ended up? Photo below from
Pop’s collection. The figurines on the top shelves above mantle are the same.
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Above, Copy of ad from 1932 for auction of personal items. Advert below describes the property and
grounds in detail.

The Sydney Morning Herald (NSW : 1842 - 1954) Sat 3 Dec 1932 Page 22

. | REAL ESTATE AUCTION SALES. |

On Account of the Administrators of Estate nf late
Janet C OCo.m.

NG SITES
(1) %og Cl W X, position ‘:lon

R . 9
ton-. ). —A ue ﬂ
Cotta Kk olnh roof. return verandah o

wide hall ntﬂoo fioor), loum dining rooms. 5 o
r‘ ‘NOII‘:‘... ard-room, break- tri
st-room, gas stove, bathroom ‘
theater:, linen- -press, p.ntn ete Denched
large gara man's roem, laundry. fernery,

summerho . aviary. Lawns, gardens nhrub-\
‘ nd, 107 x 383 Lane at f‘
ts] _ rear. Torrems Title . e ... 1Re

John A Macvean June 2018



Haven’t tracked down who it was sold to as yet but this popped up in Oct 1934. | do remember Nan
mentioning that it was turned into a school at some point.

A Government Gazettes Browse Government Gazette of the State of New South Wales (Sydney, NSW : 1901 - 2001) Fri 26 Oct 1934 [I

SCHOOLS CERTIFIED UNDER THE PROVISIONS OF THE PUBLIC INSTRUCTION (AMENDMENT) ACT, 1916
School (D)),
Earlwood, 9 Cameron-avenue—Janet Nicoll Preparatory
Sehool (Miss H. P, Whyte) (D.).
Eastwood, Hillview-street—St, Kevin's Convent School
{D.):
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What a find this article was. Only came up when | searched Janet Nicoll School without the
Preparatory. 1933 was the first year of publication for the Weekly.

The Australian Women's Weekly (1933 - 1982) Sat 23 Sep 19
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i Opened This Week

TH.AT the appreciation of one’s work

should take the tangible and uplift-
ing foom of a modern preparatory
school, is a tribute which not many
receive,

It is, however, being made a ftribute
to the memory of the late Mrs. Nicoll
O'Connor, of Cameron Avenue, Earl-
wood, for her beautiful old home has
recently been made the neéw quarters
of Miss H. P. Whyte's preparatory
school, which was conducted for nearly
a year at the Presbyterian Church
Hall.

Mrs. O'Connor was well known in
philanthropic circles, for she worked
assiduously for the Army and Navy
Veterans' Association, the Queen Vie-
toria Club, the English Speaking Union,
the Girl Guides' Association, as well
!as for returned soldiers and sailors.
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The Australian Women's Weekly (1933 - 1982) Sat 23 Sep 1933

!as for returned soldiers and sailors.

A move was made into the building
last week, and it was arranged that Mrs.
E. J. Hocking would officially open the
school on Tuesday, and unveil a photo-
graph of the late Mrs. N. O'Connor.
Mr. E. E. O'Connor was also to speak.

The school is to e designated “The
Janet Nicoll Memorial School,” and will
be staffed by Miss H. P. White and Miss
Jean Linklater,

Would love to find the photo of her but I’'m sure that is lost to us now. Here is a nice close up of her
from one of Pop’s photos. Nanna Nick on left, Mammie Janet seated in the middle.

The next photo below is from Pop’s collection and show’s that some major work has been done to
the roof, it extends all the way down to the edge of the veranda.
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John Macvean
Correction to this photo, I'm 99.99% certain that this isn't Janet in the center of this group but rather Florence Emily Skinner, Nanna Nic's Sister in law. The older man standing behind her to the left is actually, Harry Vaughan Skinner, Nanna Nic's half Brother. I have just discovered a wedding photo of theirs and Bobby and Ollie Blackwood are in the wedding party with these two in 1933 and Janet passed away in 1932.
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